
Transport - LRC submission to Labour Party “Your Britain” policy review 

 
Renationalisation of the railways, already Labour Conference policy, must be a priority for a future 
Labour government. Through the non-renewal of franchises this process will incur minimal costs. 
By bringing services under national control we can ensure that the cost of travel is actually 
affordable and not artificially inflated to allow private companies to make profits. 

 
We must also ensure that our transport networks are fit for the 21st century. High-Speed rail will 
narrow the north-south divide, and must be supported by a Labour government. We must also 
seek to provide other improvements to the network to ease bottlenecks and make services efficient 
enough to help not hinder travellers. 

 
The limited regulation of bus services means that transport is not integrated, and people will not 
use public transport for their whole journeys. Proper regulation of these services would make 
transport far more accessible, and truly integrated transport network a possibility. 

 
The Paralympics demonstrated how much needs to be done to make our whole transport network 
accessible to everyone. Small gaps between trains and platforms, between buses and pavements, 
can mean the difference between someone getting to their destination, and not travelling at all. It 
has to be a priority for a Labour government to address disabled access to all transport, and by 
doing so they will make the transport network friendlier for commuters with children and older 
passengers as well. 

 
We need to be exerting far greater public control over our rail, underground and bus networks to 
ensure an integrated network that is better value and accessible for all travellers. 

  
An alternative Labour vision for transport would be:  

 Take the railways back under public control, in line with the decision of the 2004 Labour Party 
conference, by bringing all rail renewals in-house and return all infrastructure to public 
sector control. 

  Embark on a major expansion of the rail network, including the long awaited high-speed 
intercity rail links, in order to move towards a sustainable transport system and reduce 
private car use. 

 Give Local Authorities the power to regulate bus services as a first step towards proper 
regional integration of the transport networks.  

 All transport must be accessible for everyone, irrelevant of disability. 
 Restore the Tube as a fully public service under the control of the London Mayor. 

 


