
 

 

 

 

International 

 

An alternative Labour vision for international affairs must be premised on a two-fold 

break - firstly with Atlanticism, or the subordination of UK foreign policy to the 

interests of the United States; and secondly with the bipartisan consensus between 

Labour and Conservative front benches. 

 

Labour’s international policy needs to be reframed on a basis of universal human 

rights, an end to militarist solutions to international problems and an orientation 

towards meeting human needs rather than boosting private profit. 

 

To this end, Labour should  

- declare it will scrap the hugely expensive and unnecessary Trident nuclear 

replacement 

- campaign for the withdrawal of British troops from Afghanistan, whose eleven year 

mission has achieved none of the goals intended 

- oppose British military action in the whole Middle East, and in particular distance 

itself from the build-up of military threats against Syria and Iran 

- outlaw mercenary private security contractors operating from the UK. 

- campaign for justice for the Palestinians and the establishment of viable Palestinian  

State 

- campaign against the increasing use of Predator Drones not only by the US but also 

by the Coalition Government here 

- mount a campaign to oppose the US-led blockade of Cuba 

 - call for the closure of all foreign military bases on UK soil, and withdraw from joint 

military projects such as US missile defence 

- push to withdraw the UK from the international arms trade, in conjunction with 

industry and the trade unions to develop alternative technologies using the skills and 

plant currently devoted to arms manufacture 

- campaign for an International Arms Trade Treaty to control the proliferation of 

small arms, and for an absolute ban on cluster bombs and depleted uranium weapons 

- campaign to divert defence spending and research into public services and 

international aid  

- appoint a Shadow Minister for Peace to co-ordinate across Government 

Departments, to promote peace both domestically and internationally. 

 


