
21st Century NHS & Social Care 
 
No matter who you are, or how much money you have, you have a right to the same decent health 
as the next person. The National Health Service is now in critical condition: following Tory cuts, 
fragmentation and the threat of privatisation. 
 
We call on the next Labour Government to restore the Secretary of State’s duty to provide 
comprehensive healthcare, to stop the race to privatisation and to liberate the NHS from 
extortionate PFI charges. We must stop the billions upon billions being handed over to private 
companies in the name of our health. 
 
Top-down re-organisations of an institution the size of the NHS can only lead to chaos. What is 
required is a comprehensive reorganisation, from the bottom up to the top, to restore the NHS as a 
public service providing quality care for all.  This can only be achieved by consultation with all 
stakeholders - by listening to patients, staff at all levels and experienced unions. 
 
We urge all sections of the party to work with health unions, the medical and other health 
professionals and NHS supporters to campaign against privatisation, cuts and closures.  
 
We urge all sections of the party to work to ensure decent national wages, pensions and conditions 
for those working for the NHS.  
 
We believe the Labour Party should re-assert their commitment made in the depths of debt 
following the Second World War. Nye Bevan said: “The NHS will last as long as there are folk left 
with the faith to fight for it”. 
 
As hospitals implement the ‘Out of Hospital’ strategy, more patients will be requiring social care in 
the home.  Currently there is a huge disconnect between social services and health services. How 
the social care departments will handle the new influx of cases is not known.  They are already 
struggling to provide district nurse cover for current cases in many authorities.  Overnight cover will 
be required for patients who would normally be cared for in a hospital ward.  And yet this is not 
provided out of local authority funds for all patients. 
 
The adult care website in one local authority shows six links to various documents describing ‘Paying 
for Care Calculations’.  Requesting social care comes from the patient’s hospital or GP 
Commissioning Group. So they can move the cost of patient care from their budget to that of the 
social services department. It is important that this bouncing strategy is stopped before loss of life is 
incurred. 
 
We ask the Labour Party to: 

 Reverse the Health & Social Care Act 

 Bottom-up re-organisation of the NHS 

 Reverse Hospital Closures 

 Reverse privatisation of the Health & Social services 

 Ensure ALL taxpayers money is spent on taxpayers’ health, not corporate wealth 

 Restore the principle of a publicly owned, publicly provided, and a publicly accountable NHS 
funded totally by progressive taxation and delivering care at the point of need. 

 Ensure Social Services are funded fully from progressive taxation 

 Give GPs a salary – not an opportunity to make profits from our healthcare taxes. 


