
 

 

Education – LRC submission to Labour Party “Your Britain” policy review (England only) 

Under the coalition we have seen increasing fragmentation of the school system. Unfortunately they 

were able to build on our own government’s academy programme, but at a much accelerated level. 

Labour needs a vision of a school system that is accountable, transparent and accessible to all. It 

should re-establish the role of a local authority in planning, commissioning and monitoring state 

schools in its area. Labour should adopt the slogan a good local school for all, ensuring that local 

authorities are both required and empowered to monitor admissions and exclusion of all schools in 

the area.  

Free schools and academies, while having all the independence of private companies, actually access 

public funds for which they are not accountable for, for example freedom of information requests do 

not apply. This lack of accountability undermines democracy in an education service run for the 

community.  Too often school are practising selection and de-selection: the rate of expulsion in 

academies is much higher than in community schools and this rate of expulsion increases in 

disadvantaged groups such as BME, demonstrating not only a form of selection but an inequality of 

provision to all students. Often other forms of selection take place for those who can’t afford it such 

as requirement of expensive uniforms or costly after school activities. 

Education is facing ideological and right wing reform on a regular basis from the coalition 

government, the change to the Ebac being just one of the more recent examples. This, combined 

with the expectation for the schools to do well in league tables, will now see students needing to do 

well across a number of subjects (English, a humanity subject, a language, maths and science) to 

count in national statistics. This will inevitably lead to some schools giving up on pupils who are not 

likely to do well in one or more of these subjects. Nor are music and art part of Ebac so students will 

be less likely to be offered that as an option. This is likely to lead to those with learning difficulties 

being abandoned and the re-appearance of whole school streaming. 

The government are also gearing up to attack teachers’ pay and introduce performance related pay 

and possible a cut in starting salary. This will do nothing other than demoralise the profession and 

discourage graduates from entering the profession. The coalition seems be prepared try and break 

teachers’ unions, which has nothing to do with raising standards or improving schools,. A Labour 

government should work with the unions and teaching profession, not in conflict with them 

An alternative Labour vision and a good local school for all and should include. 

1. All publicly funded schools to be accountable to the local authorities (current academies and 

frees school to be part of the LEA). 

2. Outlaw selection in all schools 

3. LEA to be responsible for development and building new schools and all new schools to be 

community schools 

4. Review examination system taking into account a school leaving age of 18, with full 

consultation with all stakeholders: including teachers, parents, support staff and LEA.  

5. Scrap league tables end, SAT tests for 11 year olds 

6. LEA to have responsibility for supporting and planning special needs provision. 

7. Suspend any performance related pay (if it has been introduced) and immediately enter into 

negotiations with teachers unions with a view to restore and improve terms and conditions. 


